10 / 8/2020 


Archives: Operation Greylord: A federal probe of court corruption sets the standard for future investigations - Chicago Tribune 


Try, "What was Wrigley Field's original nanne?" 


^ Search 


SUBSCRIBE 

4 weeks for only 99<t 


LOG IN 


Second stimulus check 
updates: After calling off 
negotiations in a tweet,... 



Column; The fly on Mike 
Pence's head during the 
vice-presidential debate: A... 



The 25 best pizzas in 
Chicago — from scrappy 
newcomers to beloved... 



Why Guns 'n' Rospq' 
in Elk Grove Vi y 
pinball 


NATION & WORLD 

Archives: Operation Greylord: A federal probe of court corruption sets the standard for future 
investigations 


BY BY MAURICE POSSLEY 

JAN 19, 2017 AT 4:41 PM 



;e Richard LeFevour was sentenced to twelve years in prison for his role in the Greylord scandal, which revealed... MORE 
)une photo by Frank Hanes) 


9 was a Friday, and a group of lawyers—some prosecutors, some defense attorneys—had gathered in a Loop hotel on this day for 
Tbachelor party. But the celebrating stopped when the television news broke this stunning story: For three years, the FBI had 
been running an undercover operation aimed at Cook County’s court system. It featured at least one undercover operative and a 
listening device in a judge's chambers. 

One lavYyer in the room—Terrence Hake—was not surprised by the news. Disgusted with the corruption that permeated the 
Cook County court system, he had become the FBI's mole in its unprecedented investigation of judicial corruption. First as a 
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prosecutor and later as a defense lawyer, Hake had burrowed into the dark side of justice, handing out bribes to fix cases 
concocted by the FBI.Four months after the Greylord investigation was revealed, the first indictments were announced, naming 
two judges, a former judge, three attorneys, two court clerks and a police officer. "I believe this will be viewed as one of the most 
comprehensive, intricate and difficult undercover projects ever undertaken by a law-enforcement agency," U.S. Atty. Dan Webb 
said in announcing those charges. 

The allegations ranged from fixing drunken-driving cases to more serious felony charges. One lawyer was caught on tape 
bragging that "even a murder case can be fixed if the judge is given something to hang his hat on." By the end of the decade, 
nearly lOO people had been indicted, and all but a handful were convicted. Of the 17 judges indicted, 15 were convicted. The 
tally of convictions included 50 lawyers, as well as court clerks, police officers and sheriffs deputies. 

Greylord was not the first federal investigation of public corruption in Chicago, but it was a watershed in its use of 
eavesdropping devices and a mole to obtain evidence instead of relying on wrongdoers to become government informants. 

Over the next several years, federal authorities launched similar investigations targeted at corruption in Chicago's City Hall 
(including Operations Incubator and Silver Shovel), other governmental bodies (Operation Lantern) and organized crime 
(Operation Gambat and Safebet). Scores of public officials, including aldermen, judges and legislators, were convicted. 
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